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§ 840.3 Notification of railroad acci-
dents. 

The operator of a railroad shall no-
tify the Board by telephoning the Na-
tional Response Center at telephone 
800–424–0201 at the earliest practicable 
time after the occurrence of any one of 
the following railroad accidents: 

(a) No later than 2 hours after an ac-
cident which results in: 

(1) A passenger or employee fatality 
or serious injury to two or more crew-
members or passengers requiring ad-
mission to a hospital; 

(2) The evacuation of a passenger 
train; 

(3) Damage to a tank car or container 
resulting in release of hazardous mate-
rials or involving evacuation of the 
general public; or 

(4) A fatality at a grade crossing. 
(b) No later than 4 hours after an ac-

cident which does not involve any of 
the circumstances enumerated in para-
graph (a) of this section but which re-
sults in: 

(1) Damage (based on a preliminary 
gross estimate) of $150,000 or more for 
repairs, or the current replacement 
cost, to railroad and nonrailroad prop-
erty; or 

(2) Damage of $25,000 or more to a 
passenger train and railroad and non-
railroad property. 

(c) Accidents involving joint oper-
ations must be reported by the railroad 
that controls the track and directs the 
movement of trains where the accident 
has occurred. 

(d) Where an accident for which noti-
fication is required by paragraph (a) or 
(b) of this section occurs in a remote 
area, the time limits set forth in that 
paragraph shall commence from the 
time the first railroad employee who 
was not at the accident site at the time 
of its occurrence has received notice 
thereof. 

[53 FR 49152, Dec. 6, 1988]

§ 840.4 Information to be given in noti-
fication. 

The notice required by § 840.3 shall in-
clude the following information: 

(a) Name and title of person report-
ing. 

(b) Name of railroad. 
(c) Location of accident (relate to 

nearest city). 

(d) Time and date of accident. 
(e) Description of accident. 
(f) Casualties: 
(1) Fatalities. 
(2) Injuries. 
(g) Property damage (estimate). 
(h) Name and telephone number of 

person from whom additional informa-
tion may be obtained. 

[41 FR 13925, Apr. 1, 1976]

§ 840.5 Inspection, examination and 
testing of physical evidence. 

(a) Any employee of the Safety 
Board, upon presenting appropriate 
credentials is authorized to enter any 
property wherein a transportation ac-
cident has occurred or wreckage from 
any such accident is located and do all 
things necessary for proper investiga-
tion, including examination or testing 
of any vehicle, rolling stock, track, or 
any part of any part of any such item 
when such examination or testing is 
determined to be required for purposes 
of such investigation. 

(b) Any examination or testing shall 
be conducted in such a manner so as 
not to interfere with or obstruct un-
necessarily the transportation services 
provided by the owner or operator of 
such vehicle, rolling stock, or track, 
and shall be conducted in such a man-
ner so as to preserve, to the maximum 
extent feasible, any evidence relating 
to the transportation accident, con-
sistent with the needs of the investiga-
tion and with the cooperation of such 
owner or operator. The employee may 
inspect, at reasonable times, records, 
files, papers, processes, controls, and 
facilities relevant to the investigation 
of such accident. Each inspection shall 
be commenced and completed promptly 
and the results of such inspection, ex-
amination, or test made available to 
the parties. 

[47 FR 49408, Nov. 1, 1982]

§ 840.6 Priority of Board investiga-
tions. 

Any investigation of an accident con-
ducted by the Safety Board shall have 
priority over all other investigations of 
such accident conducted by other Fed-
eral agencies. The Safety Board shall 
provide for the appropriate participa-
tion by other Federal agencies in any 
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such investigation, except that such 
agencies may not participate in the 
Safety Board’s determination of the 
probable cause of the accident. Nothing 
in this section impairs the authority of 
other Federal agencies to conduct in-
vestigations of an accident under appli-
cable provisions of law or to obtain in-
formation directly from parties in-
volved in, and witnesses to, the trans-
portation accident. The Safety Board 
and other Federal agencies shall assure 
that appropriate information obtained 
or developed in the course of their in-
vestigations is exchanged in a timely 
manner. 

[47 FR 49408, Nov. 1, 1982]
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SOURCE: 44 FR 34419, June 14, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 845.1 Applicability. 

Unless otherwise specifically ordered 
by the National Transportation Safety 
Board (Board), the provisions of this 
part shall govern all transportation ac-
cident investigation hearings con-
ducted under the authority of section 
304(b) of the Independent Safety Board 
Act of 1974 (49 U.S.C. 1903(b)) and acci-
dent reports issued by the Board.

§ 845.2 Nature of hearing. 

Transportation accident hearings are 
convened to assist the Board in deter-
mining cause or probable cause of an 
accident, in reporting the facts, condi-
tions, and circumstances of the acci-
dent, and in ascertaining measures 
which will tend to prevent accidents 
and promote transportation safety. 
Such hearings are factfinding pro-
ceedings with no formal issues and no 
adverse parties and are not subject to 
the provisions of the Administrative 
Procedure Act (Pub. L. 89–554, 80 Stat. 
384 (5 U.S.C. 554)). 

[44 FR 34419, June 14, 1979; 44 FR 39181, July 
5, 1979]

§ 845.3 Sessions open to the public. 

(a) All hearings shall normally be 
open to the public (subject to the pro-
vision that any person present shall 
not be allowed at any time to interfere 
with the proper and orderly func-
tioning of the board of inquiry). 

(b) Sessions shall not be open to the 
public when evidence of a classified na-
ture or which affects national security 
is to be received.

Subpart A—Initial Procedure

§ 845.10 Determination to hold hear-
ing. 

The Board may order a public hear-
ing as part of an accident investigation 
whenever such hearing is deemed nec-
essary in the public interest: Provided, 
that if a quorum of the Board is not 
immediately available in the event of a 
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